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[N THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

'^PLICANT(S): Eiji IWATA ATTORNEY DOCKET NO.: 09792909-4938 

SERIAL NO.: 09/352,422 GROUP ART UNIT: 2613 ^^^^ 

DATE FILED: July 12, 1999 EXAMINER: T. T. VO H^d^^ 

INVENTION: "ENCODING APPARATUS AND METHOD OF SAME AND 1 I - RQ- 0^. 

DECODING APPARATUS AND METHOD OF SAME" 

RESPONSE "E" TO NON-FINAL OFFICE ACTION 

RECEIVED 

BOX Non Fee Amendment Mow o c 

Commissioner for Patents * ^ 2002 

Washington, DC 20231 Technology Center 2600 

SIR: 

This amendment is filed in response to the Office Action of October 1, 2002. Please 
reconsider the application in view of the amendments and remarks presented below. 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-19 are pending and under consideration. 

In the Office Action of October 1, 2002, claims 1-19 were rejected. The Examiner 
alleged that the claims are unpatentable over Watanabe et al. in view of Allen et al. under 
§103(a)^ 

Applicants thank the Examiner for the courtesy extended during an interview with 
Applicants' attorneys on November 12, 2002. Applicants note that an agreement was 
reached during the interview that Watanabe et al. does not disclose the feature of awaiting the 
end of variable length coding/decoding of a data block when the variable length 
coding/decoding of a previous data block has not yet ended. 

Applicants note that this limitation of awaiting the end of variable length 
coding/decoding of a data block when the variable length coding/decoding of a previous data 
block has not yet ended is recited in each of independent claims 1, 7, 10 and 17. This feature 
of the present invention is not taught by Watanabe et al. at Col. 7, lines 29 - 67 as alleged by 
the Examiner or anywhere else in that patent. 

Further, this feature is nowhere taught or fairly suggested by Allen et al., or the 
combination of Allen et al. and Watanabe et al. 

Accordingly, this limitation distinguishes the independent claims over the cited prior art. 



* U.S. Pat No. 5,675,331. 
^ U.S. Pat. No. 5,583,500. 
^35U.S.C. § 103(a). 
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